
Tips for Drafting Public Comment on SB 358 Rulemaking

Background: During the 2021 Montana Legislative Session, the Legislature passed and
Governor Gianforte signed Senate Bill 358, directing the Montana Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) to roll back Montana’s protective, science-based numeric nutrient pollution criteria
for Montana’s surface waters in favor of unproven, ambiguous, and non-protective narrative
criteria.

SB 358 also requires the development of an ‘adaptive management program’ for managing
nutrient pollution to surface water. Eliminating scientific metrics for judging the health of our
waterways will allow increased nutrient pollution into our rivers, lakes, and streams, perpetuate
ongoing algal blooms, jeopardize Montana’s Outdoor Recreation Industry, and threaten the
health of Monanans’ drinking water sources -- all to the benefit of the State’s largest point
source polluters (wastewater treatment plants, refineries, mines). By proposing and potentially
adopting an unproven program aimed at providing polluters “flexibility”, instead of requiring
guaranteed actions that protect water quality, will only fast-track the degradation of our world
class waterways and fisheries.

We need to use best-available science and a proven, legal system of pollution control to ensure
the continued health of Montana’s waterways, now and into the future.

Public comments are critical. Public comments alert agencies to deficiencies in rulemaking
and lay the foundation for future legal and political action. They also signal public concern about
the impact of actions on communities, the environment, and taxpayers. Comments submitted do
not need to be long or complicated - more technical comments will be submitted by experts.

Key phrases to include. To ensure that DEQ counts your comment, it is critical that you include
the following statement: I oppose the proposed amendment of ARM 17.30.1304, adoption of
New Rule 1, and the rollback of numeric nutrient criteria.

Montana DEQ is accepting public comments until 5:00 pm on February 8, 2022.
A public hearing will be hosted on February 8, 2022 at 2:00 pm in Room 111 of the Metcalf
Building, 1520 East Sixth Ave Helena, MT to consider the proposed amendments and adoption
of New Rule 1.

Who can comment? Any concerned citizen can and should submit comments. You do not need
special expertise.  Be sure and include your favorite rivers in Montana, how you enjoy them, and
why you care about them.



How do I comment? Comments can be submitted orally or in writing at the hearing on
February 8, or by email, mail, or fax.

You can email a written comment to: Loryn Johnson, Paralegal, DEQ -
loryn.johnson2@mt.gov

You can mail a comment to:
Loryn Johnson, Paralegal, Department of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 200901
Helena, Montana 59620-0901

You can fax a comment to: (406) 444-4386

Additional tips for your comment:

Introduce Yourself
- Give your name, address, and relationship to Montana’s waterways
- Provide your occupation and/or background if you have relevant expertise or that you

are just a concerned citizen

State that you oppose the rollback of numeric nutrient criteria and support science-based
waterway protections.

Explain how the proposed expansion project will impact your life. For example:
- If you recreate on Montana’s waterways, highlight the impact that increased nutrient

pollution and algal blooms will have on your way of life.
- If you have business interests, describe how polluted waterways in Montana will

negatively impact your business and/or cause financial burden.
- If you are in Montana, highlight the importance of a clean and healthful environment,

including clean drinking water, for you and your family and your favorite outdoors
past-times.

- If you are involved in agriculture, describe the impacts of increased nutrient pollution on
your livestock and crops.

Visit https://deq.mt.gov/News/publiccomment-folder/news-article46 for more information.
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