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April 14, 2025 
 
Sent via email to: 
 
Guy Alsentzer 
Upper Missouri Waterkeeper 
guy@uppermissouriwaterkeeper.org  
 
Brian Wheeler 
Big Hole River Foundation 
brian@bhrf.org  
 
RE: Petition Under MCA § 75-5-702 and 33 U.S.C § 1313(d)(1) to Assess the Big Hole River’s Upper, 
Middle, and Lower Segments and Determine That Chronic Exceedances of Numeric Nutrient 
Criteria Require Listing as an Impaired Water on Montana’s 303(d) List 
 
Dear Petitioners: 
 
DEQ received your petition to assess beneficial uses, list as nutrient impaired, and prioritize 
development of Total Maximum Daily Loads for three segments of the mainstem Big Hole River on 
February 13, 2025. 
 
As a result of Senate Bill 358, passed during the 2021 Legislative Session, 2021 Mont. Laws ch. 342, 
DEQ is unable to base nutrient assessments upon the numeric nutrient criteria found in Circular 
DEQ-12A. Nonetheless, DEQ reviewed the data in your petition, along with other readily available 
data, in consideration of the state’s established narrative criteria at ARM 17.30.637(1)(e).  
 
DEQ has determined that in order to proceed with a narrative assessment of undesirable algae 
growth for the three segments of the Big Hole River named in the petition, additional information is 
needed, as follows: 
 

1. Any photos, videos, or drone coverage of algae blooms with associated site metadata, 
including latitude/longitude or other detailed site descriptions, captured within the 
upper, middle, and lower Big Hole River segments.  

2. Macroinvertebrate data (excluding DEQ-collected samples) with associated site 
metadata as stated in #1 and laboratory quality assurance documentation. 

3. Any known ash-free dry weight, chlorophyll a, continuous dissolved oxygen, or % cover 
(aquatic plant/algae field form) algae measurements (excluding DEQ-collected 
samples) with appropriate site metadata as stated in #1. 
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DEQ is aware there may be further data available in these categories that your organization, or 
another organization, collected. The readily available data DEQ has reviewed, including the 
information in your petition, is not sufficient for the named segments relating to these data types to 
assess under ARM 17.30.637(1)(e).    
 
Based on the above, DEQ cannot grant your request. However, DEQ is committed to reviewing any 
additional data that may further support a narrative assessment of the Big Hole River, should you 
wish to provide it.  
 
If you are interested in proceeding with a narrative assessment, please provide the above listed 
information at your earliest convenience and contact Darrin Kron at dkron@mt.gov or (406) 444-
4765 with specific questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Sonja Nowakowski, Director 
 
 
CC:  Tina Laidlaw, Nutrient Coordinator, Region 8 EPA, Laidlaw.Tina@epa.gov 

Stephanie DeJong, Clean Water Branch Manager, Region 8 EPA, DeJong.Stephanie@epa.gov 
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